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"Erom the Pastor"

My family and I wentto North Carolinato see Tiffany graduate from Elon
University. I havetoadmit I gotalittle emotional when she walked in with
her cap and gown and when they called out her name to receive her di-
ploma. Yes, the “empty nestsyndrome’ has begun for Patti and me.

There isananxiety and worry about our children’swelfare that we parents
have asthey leave our homes (justask the Karl’s, the Foster’s, the
Rearick’s, the Colvin’s, the Barnett’swhose children have just graduated
andare goingto be living all over thisworld). Itishard to letgo, butwe
have no better choice.

During the ceremony | was thinking about all the things we do to help
prepare our childrento leave the nestand the security of our home. We give
themahome where they are given at least their basic physical needsand
emotional needs: food, clothing, rest, love, kindness, discipline, etc. We help
themwiththeiracademic, professional, or technical training. Also, we give
themspiritual andreligioustraining. For methe latter is justas importantas
the others.

Wherever they go our children know there is a faith community —achurch
family thatthey cangotowho are ready to receive them with open arms.
Fellowshipiscrucial forall of usand especially during times of transitions.
We helped theminarelationship with God, teaching them prayer and the
Biblestories thatinvite theminto an understanding of the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Sucharelationship isimportant for themas they continue to
make moral and ethical choices. Their spiritual formation isimportant for
them asthey learn howto cope with challenges and failures that may cross
their path. They have afoundation of hope, whichis cope’sbest friend.
Theirspiritual and religious upbringing isimportant because they will be
reminded throughthe Holy Spiritwho liveswithinthemthattheir lives have
purpose and meaning as they follow Christ.

Thank you Greenmont-Oak Park Church for being our children’s spiritual
home.

Parents, while we must letthem go, we still keep them in our prayers asking
Godtosearchtheir heartsand testtheir thoughts, to forgive them of their
trespasses, andto lead them in the way everlasting.

Your Pastor & friend, Greg

Vital Statistics

Attendance May 25, 2008
8:45- 31

10:45 - 89

Sunday School - 26
Offering-General Fund
(monthly budget need - $14,543)

Offerings rec'd  +/-- Amt.
Jan.'08 $9,714 (-$4,829)
Feb.'08 $8,867 (-$5,676)
Mar. '08 $15,825 (+$1,282)
Apr.'08 $10.930 (- $3,613)

Our total deficit to date is -$12.836
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Happy Birthday
Helen Hager - June 1
Amy Karl - June 4
Jacob Bane - June 5
LisaBleeke - June 6

Be dependent

Jesus lived his life incomplete depen-
dence upon God, aswe all ought to
live our lives. Butsuch dependence
does not destroy human personality.
Manisneversofullyandsotruly
personalaswhenheislivingin
complete dependence upon God.
Thisishow personality comesintoits
own. Thisishumanity atits most
personal. - Donald Baillie

In Our Pravers

Mildred Berk
Margaret Cobb - Walnut Creek
Mindy Collins

Margaret Dill - Masonic Home
Jamie Geswein

Gene Gibson

Beverly Guffey

JudyHirshman

Opal Hunter - Crestview Manor
Lottie Jaeger

Dan Jones - Patriot Ridge Nursing
Howard Jordan
Dorothy & Wayne Knapt

Dustin Knowlton

Peggy Lewis

Nancy Lyttle

BarbaraLyttle

Bob McCray

Deloris Miller

MarcellaMiller

Nobu Oishi - Gagen Residence
Mr/Mrs Patterson- Liberty Woods
Guy Robinette - Walnut Creek
Cindy Romano

Mary Sampson - Liberty Woods
Sue Shroyer
Kathy Steele
Connie Swanson
GloriaVanCamp
FloWarner
EvelynWheeler
Marlene Wimpy
VeraWestfall
RoyWright
Diane Yost




Accessibility Plans on
Display

The Congregational meetingwas
openedwith sharing plans for com-
pleting Accessibility forall levels of
ourchurch. The Trustees & Special
Task Force have studied many plans
or ideas over the past 15 years, and
thisplanseemsto fitour church
needsand circumstancesthe best.
Thisisthe plan being presentedtothe
Boardfirst,and ifapproved, thenthe
Congregationfortheirreviewand
vote.

Architectural drawingsare avail-
able foreveryoneto view and study
inthe Gathering Place. Please take
time to look them over and ask any
questionsthatyoumighthave. The
rough costestimates for this project
cometoaround $116,000. They
include the sanctuary accessibility
addition, electricaland plumbing
changes needed, exterioremergency
rampsand door security changes.
(More detailsand description of the
planwill be shared over the coming
weeks)

This has beena complex issue to
resolve andthe Board Thanksthe
Trusteesand Task Force forall their
dedicationand commitmenttofinding
asolutiontoour Accessibility needs
we began over 18 years ago.

Greenmont Churchis part of
God'sPlan.

Today, | don't want to talk to you
aboutour financial deficit;  wantus
tothink about opportunities for usto
share the blessings we have received
from God and our appreciation forall
that He has done for us.

Today, | don't want to talk to you
aboutthe possible cost of future
financial goalsand projects; | wantus
tothink aboutwhat it meansto go the
"Second Mile".

In Jesus' time, the Romans ruled
most of the known world and as they
traveled, they builtmany roads. They
usedthe local townspeopleto build
the roads, however, the Romansonly
askedthe local believerstobuild one
mile of roadway. ButJesusurged his
followerstobuilda™second mile™!
Pretty unheard of in those days, but
justwhatyou mightexpectfrom
Jesusand histeachings.

We would like to challenge
Greenmontto gothe Second Milein
theirgiving. Andoneway tobuild
thismoney road would be for each
personor family to putextracash
money inthe offering plate every time
you can. Since many of you are part
of the cashless generation, thismay
requiresome planning! Ifweall gave
an additional $5 or $10 each week |
think our deficitwould disappear.

Joe Farren, our longtime Trea-
surer, shared with us that his grandfa-
ther said to never letan offering plate

passwithout putting somethinginit.

TithingisaBiblical principle that
requiresgreatdisciplineand grati-
tude fromus. One very successful
person said that he givesaway
10%, saves 10% and happily spend
the rest, probably ongasoline!

Another idea to help us grow in
ourtithing goalwouldbetoincrease
our giving 1% each year until we
achieveourtithe.

One unique opportunity for us
will occurwhen every taxpayer who
filesareturnonincome of $3,000
ormorewill receiveaStimulus
Payment. I'm pretty sure that was
notinour personal budgetsand
therefore what a perfect chance for
ustoexercisethetithing principle or
even perhaps use someorall to
Ketchupinourgiving.

And finally today we need to
celebrate Community church:all
that we do for our community and
aroundthe world through ourtime,
treasure and talent. Our ministries
thatinclude the food pantry, our
mission outreach program, our
preschool, vacation bible school,
youth ministry,andonand on. God
givesusopportunitiesthatrequire
ourservice, butthese opportunities
arethericheswearestoringupin
Heavento Glorify God.

Thank you for all you do and God
Bless You! - Frank Lakins,
Finance & Stewardship Commit-
tees

Graduates Honored Sun- June 1st.
Teachers Recognized - Sun- June
8th
Summer Sunday school will begin
June 1st. Allchildrenwhoare inthe
preschool to 6th grade are welcome.
Kindergartinand nursery will continue
through the summer forthe 10:45
worshipservice. - Barbara
Richards
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Our VBS Pirates need to

salvage some treasures!!
We'll be needin' some supplies for our
VBS Ship - so if you can help us by
offeringany items from our list -
Thanksabunch Matey !

- Rubber bands, -film cansiters

-Old buttons (especially gold tone)

- Pintplastic bottles with labels
removed

-frozenjuicecanlids

-Paper grocery bags, -spools
Itemsyoumightbewillingtoloanus:
- Inflatable row boat

- Lifejackets

- Lifepreservers

We also have a food supply list
posted on the church bulletin board.
Ifyouwishto help usnurishthe crew
forourweek long journey, sign-up to
bringanitem.

Volunteers Stilll welcome to join
inthe funand adventure. Signup
today!! Any questions, call
""Poop-deck Patti** 294-7932!




History Trip Planned
The Social Action Committee

isplanningatriptothe Under-
groundRailroad in Cincinnati.
We have picked two projected dates
forattending, June 21 or August 9th.

If youwould like to go, please
signuponthe Social Actionbulletin
board outside the church office. If
both dates are good for you, sign
both sheets. Weare planning this
tripwhen the most people can attend.
We planto carpool. Youwill need
$9.50 foradmission costs plus lunch
money and gas donation money for
the carpool driver. -Any questions
contact, AnnaSlaidins.

Summer _Food
Program

Greenmont Oak Park
Churchhas committed to partner with
the Children's Hunger Allianceand

The LivingWord Church of

Vandaliato provide lunchesto

neighborhoodchildreninJune

and July. We need our volunteers

to sign-up as soon as possible on

the calendar schedule on the

bulletin board.
ChurchFamilieswithchildrenage

3to18arealsowelcometo bring

their childrenforameal, since the

entire Greenmont School District

qualifiesforthe lunch program.

Mealswill be served Monday
through Friday startingat12:30 PM.
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Graduation Open House

The family of Sarah Goodner invite
youto Sarah's Graduation Open House
on Saturday, June 7 from 1to 5 pm at
218 Watervliet Ave. Dayton, Ohio.

School Project Invites Your Help
Hi, my name is Alyssa Erbes. 1am

working onan 8th grade social studies
projectto supportthe Ronald
McDonald House Charity. The
Ronald McDonald House isafree
place where families canstay while
theirchildishospitalizedat Children's
Hospital. ThisHouse helps many
familiesduringdifficulttimes. The
Charity depends on donations of food
and other itemstoassistthese families.
We are asking for your help in donat-
ing items for the Ronald McDonald
House. Items can be brought to the
church,andplacedinaboxinthe
GatheringPlace. Itemsneeded: -
tooth brushes, tooth paste, snacks
(individually wrapped), bottled water,
canned foods, sandwich bags, and
everyday items. Any questionscall,
252-2793. Sincerely, AlyssaErbes

Bread forthe World’s (BFW) Offering
of Lettersistakingaction thatad-
dresses the root causes of hunger. We
areurgingour nation’s leadersto
provide more and better poverty-
focused developmentassistance for
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. This
increased aidwill build schools, health
clinics,and wells for clean water—
providing the resourcesthatwill enable
hungry peopleto feed themselves.

Aspartofthe Millennium
Development Goals, 189 nations-
includingthe U.S.-have agreedto
increasethiskind of development
assistance. The goal of cutting hunger
inhalfby 2015 isachievable because
poverty-focused aid hasalready
proven to be so effective. The 8
Millennium Development Goalsare:
1.Eradicate extreme poverty and
hunger—Reduce by half
2.Achieveuniversal primaryeducation-
Ensure thatby 2015 childrenevery-
where, will be able to complete pri-
mary schooling
3.Promote gender equality andem-
powerwomen. Eliminate gender
disparity in primary and secondary
education by 2015
4.Reduce child mortality by 2/3’s -
among childrenunder five
5.Improve maternal health-Reduce by
Yathe maternal mortality rate

6.Combat HIVV/AIDS, malariaand
other diseases—halt & reverse them
7.Ensureenvironmental sustainability
-Integrate the principles of sustain-
able developmentinto country
policiesand programs, and reverse
the lossofenvironmental resources.
Reduce by halfthe proportion of
peoplewithoutsustainable accessto
safe drinking water and basic sanita-
tion. Achievesignificantimprove-
mentinthelivesofatleast 100
millionslumdwellers, by 2020
8.Buildaglobal partnership for
development-Address the special
needs of the least developed coun-
tries, landlocked countries, and small
island countries. Deal comprehen-
sivelywith developing countries’
debt.

Joinus June 8"inthe Hilty roomas
we write lettersto our congressmen
following ourworshipservice. We
will be asking our congressmento
increase poverty-focused develop-
mentassistance by at least $5billion
in fiscal year 2009. In 2008, we
are just pastthe midway pointtothe
target date of 2015. Overall,
progress has beenmade onevery
goal. Some countries have even met
afewofthe goalsalready; butin
other places progress isso slow. So
stepped up efforts from both wealthy
and developing countriesare crucial
rightnow. Our prayersand letters
can make a difference! - Connie
Sink, Social Action Committee






