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"From the Pastor""

Muse with me inthisthought. We are working our way through the book of
Genesis during our summerworship services. These last few Sundays we
have been reading stories about Abraham. I noticed something interesting.
God called Abrahamto leave hishome in Urand Haran and reside in
Canaan, whichwill be the land of his descendants. At the age of seventy-five
andnothavingany children, he left for Canaan. After several yearsin
Canaan, Abrahamand Sarah still had no children. He beganassuming that
hisservantwouldreceiveall hisinheritance. Butthen God told himthatit
would be through his seed that the promise would be fulfilled. After afew
more yearsandstill no children, Sarah urged Abrahamto haveachild
through her slave girl, Hagar. And so he did. Whatamess that turned out to
be. But later God spoke to Abraham again and told him that Ishmael was
notthe promised child of the covenant. The covenant promise would go
through Sarah.

Didyounotice thatthe fulfillment of the calling and promise was
vagueatfirst? Itgotalittle clearer astime wentonand more clearly asto
how God’s promise and callingwould be fulfilled. In the mean time Abraham
gotinto many difficultsituations and made some bad decisionsalong the
way. Buthe never gave up the faith that God had called him and that God
would somehow provide the way for true fulfillment.

Perhaps thisiswhat our faith journey looks like. We have avague
impression of what God wants us to do. We take some action toward
followingthatvision. Butwe find ourselvesindifficultsituationsand meet
withroadblocks. Doubtsarise. Do we quit following our vision? Dowe
pause and reflectand wait for clearer directions? It seems that these
“Abraham stories” can still speak to us. We must always keep our earsand
eyesopentothe Holy Spirit’sguidance. We may make some wrong
choices, bad decisions that lead us down dead ends. But it does not mean
ourvisionor God’s calling waswrong. It means we need to continue to
reflect, pause from our efforts, and be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit
inaclearerdirection, making differentdecisions that may bring us closer to
the fulfillmentof God’s promised intentions for us. Perhapsthis iswhat it
means to have the faith of Abraham.

Your friend and Pastor,
Greg

Vital Statistics
Attendance July 6, 2008
8:45- 24

10:45 - 68

Sunday School - 14
Offering-General Fund

(monthly budget need - $14.543)

Offerings rec'd  +/-- Amt.
Jan.'08 $9,714 (-$4,829)
Feb.'08 $8,867 (-$5,676)
Mar. '08 $15,825 (+$1,282)
Apr.'08 $10.930 (- $3,613)
May '08 $13,692 (-$851)
June '08 $15,880 (+$1,337)

Our total deficit to date is -$12, 347

nGod writes the gospe\tr;ont
in the Bible alone, bu o

trees and flowers ar_\d C e
and stars.” - Martin LU

Happy Birthday
Jerry Archer-July 13
Meg Roalef-July 14
Kendall Cobb - July 16
Kathy Steele - July 18
Ivy Cobb - July 19
Molly Donovan-July 19

In Our Pravers

Mildred Berk

Margaret Cobb - Walnut Creek
Mindy Collins

Margaret Dill - Masonic Home
Jamie Geswein

Gene Gibson

Beverly Guffey

JudyHirshman

Katie Horvat

Opal Hunter - Crestview Manor
Lottie Jaeger

DanJones - Patriot Ridge Nursing
Howard Jordan

Dorothy & Wayne Knapp
Dustin Knowlton

Peggy Lewis

Nancy Lyttle

BarbaraLyttle

Bob McCray

Deloris Miller

MarcellaMiller

Michael Ourfalian-Iraq
Mr/Mrs Patterson- Liberty Woods
Guy Robinette - Walnut Creek
CindyRomano

Mary Sampson - Liberty Woods
Sue Shroyer

Kathy Steele

Connie Swanson
GloriaVanCamp

FloWarner

EvelynWheeler

Marlene Wimpy

VeraWestfall

RoyWright

Diane Yost




Accessibility Plans

Theplans for completing Accessibil-
ity forall levelsof our churchison
display inthe GatheringPlace. The
Trustees & Special Task Force have
studied many plans or ideas over the
past 15 years, and this plan seemsto
fitour church needsand circum-
stancesthe best. Thisisthe planthe
Official Board recommends..

Architectural drawingsare avail-
able foreveryoneto view and study.
Please take time to look them over
andask any questions that you might
have. The rough cost estimates for
this projectcometoaround
$116,000. They include the sanctu-
aryaccessibility addition, electrical
and plumbing changes needed,
exterioremergency rampsanddoor
security changes.

We have approximately $39,000
saved for this project, fromthe
former Women's Guild funds, that
was designated to be used for this
purpose. Also, the Preschool will be
funding approximately $5,000togo
toward the door security changes.
These are some rough estimates of
fundsavailable now for the project.
The Finance Committee islooking
into other funding options forusand
will reportto the Official Board.

"This Chair is for you"

You mightthink thisis the story of
the "Three Bears" and some chairs,
butit'snot. Thisisthe story ofa
church family inneed of membersto
work, play and worship together, to
growastrongerand larger family.
Our family needs help with doing the
work. We need a Chairperson for
2009. AVice Chairimmediate
opening & for 2009. Committee
Chairpersons & working members of
committees. Together we cando
small projects with ease and great
accomplishmentswithmight &
strength.

Yes, thereisa'Chair' that is the
rightsize for youand chairsofall
shapes & sizesare needed tofill
God's house, and prepare it for
sharing withfriendsandvisitors.
Wewantall to have comfortable
seatingroomin God's house. Con-
siderhow Godiscallingyoutobea
partofthisgloriousfamily, joinus,
your chair(place) iswaiting for you!
Nooneelse canfill your chair. When
itisempty, we missyou. Bestofall,
we sitwith God & Jesus!! We are
partof His Kingdom on Earth, He
asksustofirstofall tositwithHim,
then live out Hisplan.. (As Pastor
Gregsaid Sunday, July 6)

"What is an AED?""

An AED isan Automated External
Defibrillator. Recently several health
emergency situationsthatoccurred at
the church caused the Official Board
todecided to investinan AED, to be
partofawell-designed emergency
response plan. Thisdevisewill be
availabletoassistin case of cardiac
arrest. Thisdevice can be used on
anyone - infant, child, adult, male or
female. Itisdesigned forsimpleand
reliable operation.

The Official Board will have several
Board membersgothroughatraining
touse the AED alongwith CPR
training. Earlierinthe year, the Board
designated the Submarine Sandwich
sale money to go toward the purchase
ofthisdevice. Alongwith money
donated by the Preschool we had the
total amount needed to make the
purchase this pastweek. Emergency
CPR & AED training formembers of
our Board/churchwill be happeningin
the next 3-6 weeks.

The Official Board thought it
appropriate to be able to provide
assistancetoanyone inalife threaten-
ingsituationquickly and calmly. -
Official Board

Summer Kids
Food

Program
We are enjoying serving the
childrenatthe summer lunch pro-
gram. We served ATOTAL of 148
children'smealsduringthe third
week. The mothers expressappre-
ciationforthishelp for their families.
Volunteers- Please come about
12:15PMto setup -thank you again
forworking onthiscommunity
program. - Laura, Marilyn & Nova

"Thank You All""

GOPCC - Thank you for thinking
of meduringthistime of graduation
andthank you for the gift you gave

me,also. - Andy Hager
*hkhkkkhkhkkkhkhkhkkikhkikiikkx

Dear Friends,

We wish to thank all of you for the
beautiful flowers, especially Mission
Outreach. Itmakesusfeel still apart
of Greenmont-Oak Park Church for
your kind expression of Sympathy to
reach usinourtime of sorrow. You
will always be a part of us in Christ. -
InChristian Love, Jim & Marilyn
Jones



Dishes

These itemsare inneed of being
picked up fromthe church. We
Thank youfor the use of them, but it
isnow time forthemtoreturnhome.
Theseitemsareonatableinthe
Gathering Place for the convenience
of pickingthemup.

Remember - Use your Kroger
Reward cardsfor yourgrocery
purchases.

Men's Group

Weds. 6:30 AM

The Men's Group meeting on
Wednesday mornings from 6:30 AM
to 8 AM, are organizing topics of
discussion foreachweek. Allmen
are welcome. Our purpose for
meeting istoencourage, and support
one another as we discern God
workinginour lives. Wednesday,
July 16, topicsinclude: 'Called’,
Bibletextis: | Samuel 3:1-18

"We need Greeters"

We need greeters at the 10:45
service for the rest of the summer
and the rest of the year. | know it's
hard to remember tosignupwhile
you'reatchurch, so feel freetocall
me, and I'll put you onthe list. Pick
aSunday that's good for you!
Thankyousomuch, LisaBleeke,
294-2962

"Fill the Bus"'

The 2nd Annual 'Fill the Bus'
projectiscurrently underway. We
already have donationscomingin.
Theyellowbusshouldbeinthe
Gathering Place thisweekend. We
are inneed of: loose leaf paper,
spiral notebooks, colored pencils,
highlighters, scissors, gluesticks,
rulers, crayons, gumerasers, pencils,
pens, large pink erasers, & pencil
boxes.

Weagainwould like to thank every-
onewho gave lastyear. If you have
any questions, youcancall Lori

Keltner at 293-5140. - thank you.

Summer _Sunday School

Come One Come All.

Nursery through 6th graders - the
elementary studentsare buildinga
church. Comeand help! - Barbara
Richards

*hkhkkkhkhkkkhkhkkkikhkikiikkx

Also, the Adultclass meeting inthe
Donutroomisdoingavideo study of
"Mayberry"on Christian lessons,
valuesand inspiration. Weare sharing
in Aunt Bee's, Andy's, Barney'sand
Opie'slifeexperiencesand life lessons
asourguide whileapplying God's
word anddirectionto our own lives.
Joinus, Sunday'sat9:30 AM.

""Health & Wellness

Screenings Offered""

Life Line Screening, has
partnered with Dayton Heart
Hospital to provide testing for our
neighborhood, righthere at
Greenmont-Oak Park Community
Church. Thesetestswill be
offered on Monday, July 28thfrom
8AM to 4PM. These screening
testsare offered foraprice forall
fournon-invasivetests. These
tests take less that an hour, pre-
registrationisrequired.Call 1-
800-324-1851 to schedule for
the tests. Church members and
the community are welcometo
take advantage of thisservice.

All fourtests are completely
painlessscreeningsusing Doppler
ultrasoundtechnology. Thetests
include; 1- Stroke Screening/
Carotid Artery, 2- Atrial Fibrilla-
tion Screening, 3- Abdominal
Aortic Aneurysm Screening, 4-
Peripheral Arterial Disease
Screening.

Life-Line providesthese four
tests mostimportantly to help you
discoveraproblembefore it
becomesalife-alteringtragedy.
Ask your Doctor ifthese testsare
something youshoulddo. We
are glad to be the sponsor site for
thiswellness program for our
community.







